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CYCLADIC SEMINAR

Hopackevn, 12 Aekepfpiov 2025, 6.30 p.p.
Ap. Avooracio Ayyelomoviov, Apyaioloyos Epopeiag Apyorotitawv Kvkidowv
«ITovvta AykdAin»: H mpdt yvoot) poviun gykotaotaon e Teikng NeoABmg meptodov ot Mnio

H ocootwkn avacxaen tg Eeopeiog Apyaiomtov Kuvkiddov omv «llodvia Aykéin» (ewk. 1), omv
OVATOAIKT aKTH NG MMAoL Kot 6Toug mpdmodes Tov vydpatog Agpeveydkl, avatpénet pilikd 6co yvopilape yio Tov
TPOO EMOIKIGUO TOL VNoLoD, KoODC amoKAALYE TOV TPDOTO YVMGTO VEOADIKO OIKIGHO, TOL YPOVOAOYEITUL OTN|
Newtepn NeolBun II 1 Tedkn NeolBwkn mepiodo (45003200 m.X.).

Ta evprpata, copreptiopfovopévav TNAveV oMoV (apica), potilovv AyvooTtes TTVYES TG avOpdTivNg
TOPOVGIOG KOl TOV GTPATNYIKOV EmPimong oto 101i{TEPO VNOIMTIKO TOTi0, Ovoiyoviag vEoug dpOUovE Yio TNV
emova&loldynon g ToMTiopikng e£EMENG Tov Kukiadmv Kol Tov Tp@imy Kowvovidv tov Atyaiov. O otKIGHog g
[Mobvtag katownOnke amd U0 TOMIKY OyPOKTNVOTPOPIKN KOWOTNTA, TNG OMOoing Ot dpaotnploTnNTEG TEPIAAUPavay
eMioNG 0KOTEYVIKEG KOl EEEIOIKEVUEVEG EPYOOTNPIOKEG TPOKTIKES, OTMG 1 emelepyacioo oylovoy Kol 1) Topaymyn
kepapkng. H mopovcio stonyuévng kepapkng emPBefoidvel T CUUUETOXN TOV KOTOIK®OV TNg €YKOTAGTUONG O
gvplTEPQ SIKTVLO OVTOAALYDV.

H a&lomoinon tov ydpov, PETA TNV EYKATAAELYT] TOV OIKIGHOV, MG KEVIPOL KOTEPYAGIOG OYlovoDh Kot Tnv
Teluc NeolOkn mepiodo (Eik. 2) — ovTioTOLoV HE TO PEYAAQ EPYOOTNPLN OTIC PLGIKES TNYEG TOV VAIKOV, GTO
Agpeveyaxt kol Xta NOyto — avadetkvietl T povadikn onuocio Tov 610 Atyaio Kol KoTadekvOEL OTL Ol GYETIKES
dpaotnprotnteg dev mepopiloviav 6e HETOKIVOLUEVOVS TANBVoLOVG, OTwS Bewpovvtay MG TPOcPaTa. AVTIOETOC,
oLVOEOVTOY KOl UE HOVIUEC KOWOTNTEC NG MnAov, ol omoieg mbavotata cuppeteiyov kol otn dlaxivinon Tng
TOADTIUNG TPMDTNG VAN,

H Tobvta AykdAn avolyst éva vEo, TOAVEMIMESD KePAAMIO OTN HEAETN NG MpoicTopiag Tov Atyaiov,
avadEIKVOOVTOG TN CNUAGIO TNG OMOTIKNG TPOGEYYIoNG EVOC avaoKOPIKoD cuvoiov. H cuvdvactikn pelétn tov
ELPNUATOV Kol TV TEPIPOAAOVTIKOV cuvnkdv emitpénel Pabitepn kotavonomn g e£EMENG Tov TPoicTOPLKOD
TOMTIOHOV, Q®TILOVTOGC TIC KOOMUEPIVEG TPOKTIKEG, TNV TEYVOYVMOGIO KOl TN OLVOUIKN OYEom T®V veOMOK®V
KOWOTNT®V LE TOV EVPVTEPO OYOOKO KOGO.

Friday, 12 December 2025, 6.30 p.m.
Dr Anastasia Angelopoulou, Archaeologist, Ephorate of Antiquities of Cyclades
“Pounta Agali”: The first known permanent settlement of the Final Neolithic period on Melos

The rescue excavation carried out by the Ephorate of Antiquities of Cyclades at Pounta Agali (Fig. 1), on the
eastern coast of Melos at the foot of the Demenegaki hill, fundamentally challenges previous understandings of the
island’s early colonization. It uncovered the first known Neolithic habitation site on Melos, dated to the Late Neolithic
II or Final Neolithic period (4500-3200 BC).

The finds, including clay figurines (poster) shed light on previously unknown aspects of human presence and
survival strategies within the island’s distinctive landscape, opening new paths for reassessing the cultural
development of the Cyclades and the early societies of the Aegean. The settlement at Pounta was inhabited by a local
farming and herding community whose activities also included household crafts and specialized workshop practices
such as obsidian processing and pottery production. The presence of imported pottery confirms the participation of the
settlement’s inhabitants in wider exchange networks.

The use of the area, after the settlement was abandoned, as a centre for obsidian processing during the Final
Neolithic period (Fig. 2) — comparable to the large workshops at the natural sources of the material at Demenegaki
and Sta Nychia — highlights its unique importance in the Aegean and demonstrates that such activities were not
limited to mobile groups, as was previously believed. On the contrary, they were also connected with permanent
communities on Melos, which likely also participated in the distribution of this valuable raw material.

Pounta Agali opens a new and significant chapter in the study of Aegean prehistory, highlighting the value of
a holistic approach to an excavation assemblage. The integrated analysis of the finds and their environmental context
enables a deeper understanding of the development of prehistoric culture, shedding light on everyday practices,
technological knowledge, and the dynamic interactions between Neolithic communities and the wider Aegean world.



Ew.1 TTobvta Aykdin: Ta ktnplokd katdhoura
Fig. 1 Pounta Agali: The building remains

g é

Ewk. 2 TTobvta Aykain: Apeimpoomneg oryuéS amd oyovo
Fig. 2 Pounta Agali: Bifacial obsidian points




