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Agvtépng [TAdtov

Kafnynmg oto Tunqua Iotopiag kot Apyotoroyiog

oV EOvikov kot Koamodiotplakov [Mavemiotnuiov AOnvov

Axpotpt Onpag-Zaxkpoc Kpnng: «Biot [TapdAinion yia 600 vnolotikég mOAES Tov Atyaiov
¢ Eroyng tov XaAikoh

Axpompt Onpag: Tapdaktio 0Eom Tov EILOEEVNGE Lol LEYAAT AGTIKN EYKATAGTAGCT LLE 10TOPia TOL
anyoivel Tioo Tovidyiotov oty [pwtokvikhadikn mepiodo, | omoia eavepd evnuepovoe Tepi To
péoa g devtepNG yheTiag . X, 6T0 KUKAADITIKO VNnoi, AMyo mpv va KataoTpa® £l OAOKANPOTIKA
KATA T S1dpKelo TG HEYOADTEPNG HEYPL oNUEPA EKPNENG TOV TOTIKOD NPAIGTEIOV.

Zdaxpog Inreloc: mapaktia eykatdotaon otnv Kpnm, pe e€icov pakpd wotopia {ong kot owpvidia
KATOGTPOON, Ta {Yvn TG omoiag mapovstdlovv avaroyieg e exeivn tov Axpotnpiov. H 8éon avtn
QUL0EEVNOE €va LIKPO HeV, aAAG CNUOVTIKO, «OVAKTOPO» HVEOIKOL TOTOL, TOV AEITOVPYNGE OE
ayOoTH GLVEPYOGT LE TN GUYYPOVY] TOL TOAT, N OTTOld, AV KOl KATUGTPAPNKE OAOKANPOTIKE pall
T0V, PaiveTton Teg KticOnke Tpot.

Ot opo10tTeg OPMS IOV TOPOVSLALOVYV 01 VO AVTEG EYKATAGTAGELS deV TeEplopilovTal 6Tov TAOVTO
KOl TNV gunuepia Tovg, TV TapIAANAn otov xpdvo {mMN Tovg Kal TO alpvidlaoTiko T€Aog Toug. H
avooKaQlKY okamdvn 000 onuaviik®v EAMvov apyotoddyov -kor en’ oyadn toyn oteva
oVVOEOUEV®VY HETAED TOVG CLVAOEAP®V- EVTHYNCE VO PEPEL GTO PWGS, TNV 1010 GYEGOGV GTIYUT], dVO
OVGLOOTIKA OVEYYLYTES ad avOpPOTOV YEPL LETA TNV KATAGTPOPT TOLG TOMTEIES, e OAO TO KIVNTA
Kol okivnto amoktiuata otn 0€omn tovg, e0yYAmTTeg poaptupieg yio T (N Kol TIG TVELUATIKES
avnovyiec TOV Katoik®mv Tove. Agv Ba NTav vrepPoAn va emmbel, OTL TA AVACKAPIKA GOVOAL TOV
Axpompiov Kot TG ZAKPOL TAPAUEVOVY UEYPL CIIUEPA TO TANPECTEPA KO TAOVGLOTEP, 1O1AITEPOL
and TAeVPAS TEYVNGS, YL OAOV TOV YDpo ToL Atyaiov.

Ofna TG OlaAeENG elval Voo TOPOLOLAGEL UE TPOTO ELGVVOMTO TO GLYKPLTIKA GTOlXEIDL TOV
TPOEKLY AV Amd TNV aVOoKOPN TOV 000 £YKATACTACE®VY, £T61 MOTE Vo avaderyBovv Oyt poévo ot
opO1OTNTEG, OALG Kot Ot dtopopés tovg. Kar pio tétoto eE€taon yivetor akOPO TO CNUOVTIKY,
eQOGOV LILAPYOLV EVOEIEEIC TG AVTES -TOVAAYIGTOV 01 OVO- TOAELS Ol LOVO GLVLTNPEAY, AALL KoL
elyav petalh toug emaeés, Vv akpiBéotepn onuacio TOV 0rToimv HOVO (o aKOUo To gupeia Kot
ovvleTikn épgvuva pmopet va avadei&et.
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Akrotiri, Thera: a coastal site of a large urban settlement on this Cycladic island, whose history of
occupation is traced back to the Early Cycladic Period, evidently prosperous until the middle of
the 2nd Millennium BCE, just before it was devastated during the hitherto largest recorded eruption
of its volcano.

Zakros in the Sitia Region: a coastal settlement on Crete, with an equally long history of occupation
and sudden destruction, whose archaeological traces present analogies to those of Akrotiri. In this
site, a small, yet very important, Minoan “palace” operated in close collaboration to the
contemporary town. The latter, although suffering the same destruction as the palace, seems to
have preceded its establishment.

The analogies between these settlements, however, are not restricted to their prosperity, their
chronological parallelism and the abrupt nature of their final destruction. The spade of two
important Greek archaeologists -and, coincidentally, also connected in their professional life- had
the good fortune to bring to light, almost at the same period (during the 1960s and the beginning
of 1970s), two virtually untouched towns, with all their buildings and finds still intact, eloquent
witnesses of the lives and pursuits of their inhabitants. It would not be an overstatement to say that
the assemblages recovered in Akrotiri and Zakros remain the richest and most complete, at least
as far as Aegean Bronze Age art is concerned.

The topic of this lecture is to present, in a concise way, the evidence that can be drawn from a
comparative assessment of the two settlements, highlighting their similarities, as well as their
differences. Such cross-examination becomes even more important, as there are indications that
these settlements also were obviously in contact, a matter whose significance can only be stressed
through a broad and synthetic overview.



Ew. 2 Avaxrtopo Zaxpov. Eykatdctacn Anvov.
Fig. 2 Zakros Palace. Wine press.

Ewk. 2 Avaktopo Zaxkpov. ITiBapepopéac.
Fig. 2 Zakros Palace. Jar.



