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CYCLADIC SEMINAR
Friday, 28 March 2025, 7 p.m.

Kostas Shonias

Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology at the lonian University, Department of History

Early Cycladic Stamp Impressions from Therasia: Considering Sealing Practices in the Cyclades
and the Emergence of Writing in the Aegean

The lecture contributes to the understanding of Early Bronze Age sealing practices in the
Cyclades, focusing on recent finds from Therasia. Systematic excavations by the lonian University,
the University of Crete, and the Ephorate of Antiquities for the Cyclades (2014-2022) have revealed
the remains of a settlement at Koimisis, inhabited from the transitional EC I/11 period until the end of
the Middle Bronze Age. The deposits from the Minoan-period eruption later partially sealed the
remains of the abandoned site, contributing to the good preservation of its architecture.

The presentation discusses two seal impressions on a jar handle from an Early Cycladic Il
context (Fig.1). One aligns with the broader Aegean glyptic tradition, while the second represents the
earliest evidence associated with developments tied to the broader context of script formation in the
Aegean. The evidence will be presented in detail: first the excavation context, second the Cycladic
provenance of the vase, and third the broader interpretative context of seal impressions on vessels and
other artefacts in the Cyclades. Finally, the emergence of writing in the prehistoric Aegean in relation
to glyptic practices will be discussed (Fig. 2).

[Mapaokevn, 28 Maprtiov 2025, 7 p.u.

Kootoag Zpmoviag

Kadnyntc [Ipoioctopikng Apyaroroyiag oto [6vio [Tavemotmo, Tunua Iotopiog

Arotorduata cppayiowv tys Ilpwtoxvriadixig II mepiodov ano tyv Onypacia: Eéetdalovrag tig
oOPAYIGTIKES TPaKTIKES 6TIS KvkAdddes kal Tty supavien tyg ypopis oto Aryaio

H opiMa emkevTp®veTOl 0TNV KATOVONOT TOV TPAKTIKOV o@pdyions otic Kukdadeg kotd v
[Tpown Eroyn tov XaAikov, eotidlovtag og Eva mpdspoto evpnua arnd v Onpacio. H custnpatikn
avackaen tov loviov [Havemommpuiov, Tov [avemomuiov Kprtng kot tg Egopeiog Apyorottomv
KvukAhddwv (2014-2022) anokdAvye ta Katdlowro evog otkicpov otnv Koiunon mov ypovoloyeitan
an6 t petoaPatikn TIK I/II tepiodo €wg ta 1€An ™g MesokvkAadikng meptddov. H pvekn ékpnén
KdAvye Ta gpeimia TG 0Eong Kot GVVEROAE GTNV KOAY S10TPNOT| TNG APYLITEKTOVIKNG TOV KTICUATOV.

2m  avokoivoon mapovctdloviar VO AmOTLIMWATE GEPAYid®mV oe  AaPn ayyeiov,
npoepyoueva amd évo avaokapikd miaiclo g [pwtokvkiadwkng I neprodov (Ewk. 1). To éva
COPAYICHO EVTIAGOETOL GTY| YEVIKOTEPT] OLYOLOKN TAPAOOCT, EVD TO OLVTEPO AVIUTPOCSHOTEVEL TNV
TPOLOTEPT LopTLPi Yo EEEAIEEIG TOV GLVOEOVTOL LE TNV ELPAVICT] TNG YPAPNS GTOV OLYOLOKO YMDPO.
B0 TOPOVGLUGTOVV AVIAVTIKA TPDTOV TO AVACKAPIKO TAIG10 TOV EVPNLATOG, 0evTEPOV 1 KuKAadikT
TOV TPOEAEVGT KOIL TPITOV TO ELPVTEPO EPUNVEVTIKO TANIGLO TV OTMOTLTOUATOV GPPAYId®V GE ayyeia
Kol A avTikeipeva otig Kukdaodeg. Xto 1éhog Ba cuinmOel 1 eppdvion g ypoeng 6To TpoicTopiko
Avyaio oto mhaicio g oppaydoyiveiog (Ewk. 2).



Fig. 1 Early Cycladic Il stampéjar handle from

of its excavation context
Ew.1 Aopn ayysiov g [Ipotokvkhaduig I eptodov amd tov okiopd g Koipunong ot Onpacia

LLE OMOTLTTAOUATO COPAYIOMV KAl ATOYT) TOV XDPOL EVPECTG

the settleritbof Koimisis on Therasia and a view

ika Cave
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Fig. 2 Early Bronze Age Aegean sites with seals, sealings and stamped impressions on pottery and weights
Ew. 2 Avyonokéc 0éoeic g [podiung Emoymg tov Xaikob pe oepayides, copayicpato Kot oToTUTOUOT
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