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KYKAAAIKO XEMINAPIO - CYCLADIC SEMINAR

Hepidnym

H pelém tov mpoictopikdv Kataloimmv ce vnolwtikd mepifdiiov kot dtaitepa otig Kukhdadeg
Tapovctalet Wwitepa YopaKINPIoTIKE o€ Bepntikd kot pefodoroyikd eminedo. e 0,11 APOpA GTA
omAaia, og ovtifeon pe dideg meployés e EALGSag, otig Kukhadeg dev amotédecay, mg mpdopata
TOVAJYIOTOV, OVTIKEILEVO GLOTNUATIKNG apyxotoAoytkng épguvag. Elvar yvootég nepinov 300 6éoetg,
7oV TEPAApPAvOLY OAa Ta €101 TV £YKoTA®V: op1lovTio omniota, Bapadpa, Ppayookenés. Adym g
vewhoyiog Tov Kukhddwv cuvavidvtol og eni T0 TAEIGTOV [KPOV 1 GTOVIOTEPO HEGOIOV HEYEDOLG
OTNAOLDOELS GYNUOTIGLOT, TOAAES POPES LE Papadpdon Lopen. AVOSKAPIKES Epevveg Exovv dte&oyDel
ot Xpvooomnid Poreydvopov Kabdg kot ota omAiaia Za Na&ov, Kovtaid Zepipov kot Nopedv
Kapapov Zipvov. H npdcpatn Epevva og vnoid, onwg n Zavropivn, n Iépoc (k. 1), n Hpaxied
(ew. 2), n Na&og, n Trvog k.4. Tpocspépel véa otoryeia yia T xpnon TV onnAiaiov tov Kukhdowv ot
Oleg 115 pdoelg g IIpoictopioc, amodeikviovtag T ONUAVTIKN TOVG GUUBOAY G€ TOALL amd Ta.

{nurata TG £PELVOG TNG VNCLOTIKNG apyotoroyiog twv Kukhdadwv.

Abstract

The study of prehistoric remains in insular environments, and particularly in the Cyclades, presents
distinctive characteristics at both theoretical and methodological levels. With regard to caves, in
contrast to other regions of Greece, they have not, until relatively recently, constituted a subject of
systematic archaeological investigation. Approximately 300 sites are known, encompassing all types
of underground spaces—horizontal caves, potholes, and rock shelters. Owing to the geology of the
Cyclades, these are predominantly small, or more rarely medium-sized, cave formations, often with a
vertical entrance. Excavations have been conducted at sites such as Chryssospilia on Folegandros, the
cave of Zas on Naxos, Koutalas on Serifos, and the Cave of the Nymphs at Kamarés on Sifnos. More
recent research on islands including Santorini, Paros (fig. 1), Irakleia (fig. 2), Naxos, and Tinos, among
others, has yielded new evidence concerning the use of caves in the Cyclades across all phases of
prehistory, demonstrating that they constitute sites of considerable archaeological significance and
make a distinctive contribution to many of the broader questions and interpretative frameworks of

Cycladic island archaeology.



Ew.1. XdAkwvo gyyepidio amd v avackaeikn épevva oto oniiaio Kataevyt Ildgpov (MK II-YK I

paon).
Fig. 1. Bronze dagger from the excavations at Katafygi Cave on Paros (MC III-LC I phase).

Ewk. 2. AveoTpappévo Kovikd KOTEALO Kol TEQPA OO TNV OVACKAPIKY] £PEVVO GTO GTNANLO TNG
Hpaxieugag (MK HI-YK T @don).

Fig. 2. Upside-down conical cup and tephra from the excavations at the cave on Irakleia (MC III-LC I
phase).



