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How Cycladic communities participated in exchange, and how they were impacted by their interactions with
other societies in the wider Aegean over time are two of the main questions driving research in the islands
during the Bronze Age. A particular emphasis has been placed on analyzing facets of the so-called
Minoanization phenomenon, during which islanders adopted and adapted Cretan ways of doing things.
Although this phenomenon started in the later Middle Cycladic (MC) period, the majority of research has
focused on the Late Cycladic (LC) phases of the phenomenon. Indeed, the MC period in general has
generated rather less scholarly interest than the LC (with exceptions, of course). Yet, the MC period presents
a variety of interesting archaeological problems. While the later MC provides insight into the initial stage of
Minoanization, the earlier MC is marked by the development of new socioeconomic strategies after the
disruption and apparent economic and demographic decline of the later Early Cycladic period. The earlier
MC also witnessed the first stages of interaction between Cycladic communities and emerging power centers
elsewhere in the Aegean, both on Crete and Aegina. The earlier MC, therefore, also provides a crucial
background for contextualizing what kinds of things did and did not change as part of the earliest phase of
Minoanization.

Ayia Irini on Kea provides an opportunity to explore the dynamics of exchange and interaction in the
Cyclades during the MC period. The town was a major exchange hub, owing in part to its strategic position
at the intersection of maritime routes that connected diverse parts of the Aegean to each other and to the
metal-rich region of Lavrion. Recent study of published deposits, combined with new analysis of unpublished
ceramics from Area B at the site (fig. 1), has enabled a reevaluation of how ceramic import, production, and
consumption patterns changed over the MC period. As part of this study, a particular emphasis has been
placed on how local production methods and techniques changed over time, since these may represent
different kinds of connections between Keians and the wider Aegean than imported objects do (fig. 2). The
presentation summarizes the key features of these analyses and highlights some of the idiosyncrasies of the
ceramic assemblage at Ayia Irini in comparison with other Cycladic sites, in order to explore how and why
they may have developed.
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Avo amd ta Bacwkd B<pato wov Kuplapyodv oty épguva Tov Kukddadwv e Emoyng tov Xoikov gival o
TPOTOG GUUUETOYNG TOV KUKAMSIKGOV KOWOTATOV GOTIS OVTOAANYEG TPOIOVIMV KOl 0@V KOl 1| LOPON
EMNPENCHOV TOVG OO OAANAETIOPACELS [UE AAAEG KOWVMOVIEG GTOV EVPVTEPO OLYALOKO YDPO UE TNV TAPOSO
o0V ypovov. Idiaitepn éupaocm €xel 600el otV avVAALON TOV TTLYOV TOL AEYOUEVOL (OIVOUEVOL TOV
EKUIVOIGHOD, KaTd TN d1dpkela Tov omoiov ot Kukhaditeg viofétnoay kol Tpocdpuocay Kp1Tikovg TpOTovs
kot cvumep1popés. [ap’ 6Ao wov To pavouevo awtd Eekivnoe oy Y otepn Mecsokviradikn (MK) nepiodo,
N TAEOVOTNTO TOV EPELVOV emkevipmOnke otig YotepokvkAadikés (YK) ¢doceig tov @awvopévov.
[paypott, 1 MK mepiodog TpokAAesE GE YEVIKEC YPOUUES WKPOTEPO ETIGTNIOVIKO EVOLOPEPOV OO OTL 1|
YK (ue e€oupéoelg, acearmg). IMap’ OA’ ovtd, n MK mepiodog danteton TOAADY evOLAPEPOVTIOV
apyooAoyikov (ntmudtev. Eve n vetepn MK divel pio eicova yio 1o apyikd 6Tad0 TOV EKUIVOIGHOD, 1
apoun MK yapoktpiletot omd v avamtuén vEmV KOV®VIKOOTKOVOLK®V GTPOTNYIK®V LETO TN OL0KOTT
KOl TNV EUOAVI] OWKOVOUIKT KOl OMNUOYPOPIKN TapoKun e votepng lpmtokukladikng meptodov. Xtnv
apoyun MK wepiodo tomobetovvral emiong ta TpOTA GTASIN AAANAETIOPOUOTG OVAUESO GTIG KUKAUSIKES
KOWOTNTES KOL T avadLOpeva kévipa eovoing og dALeS mepoyEc Tov Atyaiov, dmwg eivor 1 Kpntn ko n
Atywa. Enopévog, n mpoun MK mepiodog amotelrel, ektdg Tov GAA®Y, €vo onpovTikd vrofabpo yuo va
te00VV eml TAnNTOG 01 AAAAYEC TTOL GUVEPRN GOV GALG KoL TOL GTOLYXEID TOL SLATNPNONKOAY KOTA TV TPOIUOTEPT
(AGCT) TOV EKUIVOICHOV TOV 0KOAOVDET .

H Ayio Eyprvn ¢ Kéog diver v gvkaipio vo eetachel evoerey®mc 1 SUVOULKT TOV OVTOALOYDV KOl TNG
oAnAemidopaong oto KuKANdIKO apyutélayog kotd tn ddpkeln g MK mepiodov. H moAn avtr vanpée
ONUOAVTIKOG KOUPOG avTOAAQY DV AOYM TNG OTPATNYIKNG TN 0£0M¢ 611 dtactadpron TV Boddcoiov Spoumy
OV GUVOEOLV OLAPOPEG TEPLOYES TOL Alyaiov TOGO HETOED TOVG OGO Kot e TNV TAOVGL0 GE HETOAAL TEPLOYN
tov Aovpiov. H mpoéceatn pelétn onpoctevpuévov VAIKOD GE GUVOLOGUO UE TNV GUYXPOVN OVAALOM
adnuocicvg kepautkng amd v meptoyn B g Ayiag Eiprvng (ewk. 1), enétpeye v enavaloddynon tov
TPOTOL UE TOV 0010 GALAoV TO TPOTLTO EIGAYWYNG, TAPOUYWYNG KO KOTOVAAMGONG TNG KEPOLIKNG KATA TNV
MK mepiodo. 10 mANICL0 TNG GLYKEKPIUEVNG HEAETNC d0ONKE 1d1aitepn EUpacn ot SPoPOToincT TOL
VTEGTNOOV Ol TOMIKEG UEDOSOL KOl TEYVIKEG TOPAYOYNG, MO TOV OVTEG OVTITPOCMTEVOVY TOOVOTATO
SPOPETIKOD TOHTOV EMPES TV Kelwv pe Tov evpOTEPO atyotokd KOGHO 0md O, TL T EIGTYUEVO OVTIKEIUEVA
(sw. 2). H mapovoiaon cvuvoyilel ta facikd yapaktnplotikd e mpoavopepdeica pekétng kat emonuaivet
UEPTKEC AT TIG IOIULTEPOTNTES TOL KEPAULKOD cLVOAOV TG Ayiag Eiprvng oe obykpion pe dAreg kokhaducég
Béce1c dlepevLvMVTOC TOVS AOYOLE Y10 TOVE OTTOTOVE AVOTTVYONKAY 01 1O10UTEPOTNTES AVTEG,
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Fig. 1. Plan of Period IV (earlier MC) Ayia Irini, showing location of Area B (after Overbeck 1989, pl. 3).
Ew. 1. Kdroyn g Ayiog Eipivng xatd v mepiodo IV (mpoypotepn MK) pe onueiwpévn m 0éom g
neployng B (Overbeck 1989, pl. 3).

Fig. 2. Examples of some aspects of local production on MC vessels from Area B. a) Local goblet showing
potter’s mark; b) wheel-coiled handleless cup showing grooves from removal from the potter’s wheel on the
base; c) jar handle showing raised nubs at the interior, remnants from the push-through attachment of the handle.
Ew. 2. ITapadeiypoata oprouévov Aemtopepeidv oe MK ayyeia eyydplog kataokeung and v meployn B: o)
Evtomo wdAko pe onpeio xepopémg, PB) Tpoynioto AmTO KOMEALO HE YPOUUDGCEL; oTn PAacmn mov
dnpovpynonkay katd ™V anokOAANGCT ToL amd Tov KEPOUIKO Tpoyd Kot v) AaPn appopéa pe poe&oyés 610
€0MTEPIKO TOV ayyElOL TOV TPOEPYOVTOL A0 TNV MON O™ Y10 TV TPOSKOAANGN TNG AaP1S.



