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The demise of palaces on mainland Greece at the end of the LH I1I1B period was followed by huge
social changes and population movements resulting in significant cultural changes throughout the
Aegean. The collapse of the palace system, however, does not necessarily mark the end of the
Mycenaean civilization. Post-palatial culture having deep roots in the palace period experienced a
brief recovery at some areas during the Early and Middle LH IlIC period followed by a gradual
decline that culminated in the Submycenaean period.

This rather commonly accepted explanatory model for mainland Mycenaean culture seems to fit well
also to the Cyclades despite their "polynesian” geomorphology and its resulting regionalism.
Mycenaean culture continued to flourish during the LH 1IC period, though mostly during its first
stages, at several Cycladic centres (Phylakopi on Melos, Grotta on Naxos, Koukounaries on Paros,
Ayia Thekla on Tenos etc.). Some of these sites are abandoned before the end of LC IlIC period,
while others show evidence of habitation during the Protogeometric period.

A significant problem in precisely defining the end of the Mycenaean civilization and the beginning
of the new era in the Cyclades, on which the seminar is focusing, is the lack of sufficient
archaeological data for this period. Submycenaean pottery (fig. 1) is almost non-existent in the
Cyclades and the few surviving examples come from unknown or mixed contexts or from not well
stratified sites. They will be discussed in detail at the seminar in an attempt to produce possible
synchronisms and define more exactly the starting point of the new era. At the same time evidence
beyond pottery, such as iron weapons, novel cultic (fig. 2) and mortuary practices or cyclopean walls
at newly established sites, such as at Xobourgo on Tenos, which illustrate aspects of change and
indirectly the period of the great twists and turns that shaped the classical world, will be presented
and analysed.
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Ané ™v emoyn Tov XoAkoV otnv egmoyn Tov Xwdnpov otic Kvkiddes: H poptopioa g
KEPUUIKNG KUL TOV TUPLKAV TPUKTIKAOV

H xotootpogn tov avaktopov oty nrepotiky EAAGda oto téhog tg YEIIIB mepiddov siyxe mg
AmOTEAEC O, OTMC EIvVOL YVOGTO, TEPACTIEC KOWOVIKEG AVAKATOTAEELS KO LETOKIVIGELS TANOVC LDV
OV EMEPEPOAV ONUOVTIKEG TOMTICUIKES aALOYEG o€ OO0 1O Atyaio. Q61060, 1 KOTAPPELOT| TOL
OVOKTOPIKOD GUGTHUOTOS OV GNUATOS0TEL TO TEAOG TOV TOAMTIGHOV oL otnpiletal o OpNoKeELTIKEG
Weoloyieg kol oyfuata pe pilec otov puKNvaikd ovoktopikd kocpo. Metd amd po cvvroun
OVOGVYKPOTNOT GE OPKETES TTEPLOYES TOL AAAOKOD Ydpov katd v [pdiun kot Méon YE IIIT
nepiodo, 0 HUKNVOIKOS TOMTIGUOC, oV KOl 1GYVPE JlPOPOTOIEVOS TAEOV, cuveyioOnke ota
TAaio1o Pog oTadLOKNG VPESNS TOV OAOKANPOONKE Katd TV YM 7epiodo kheivovtog 1o KeQAALO
tov Muknvaikod K6Gpov.

Xe avtd 10 BepNTIKO CYNUO TOVL Eivol € YEVIKEG YPOUUES OTOOEKTO GNUEPE EVIAGGOVTOL Kol Ol
Kvkhddec, mapd v «moAvvnclokn» YEOUOPPOAOYiD. TOLG TOL 00MYEL G HEYOAN dlopOpOoTOinom
and vnoil oe vnoi OGOV aPopd TNV SIIPKELD TOV OIKIGUAOV KOl TOV VEKPOTOPEI®MV, TNV KEPOUIKTY),
KA. Xe moAAE KOKAOOIKA KEVTIPO O HLKNVOTKOG TOMTIGHOG cvveyileton avOnpoc katd v YKIIT
emoyn (Pviakon, MnAov, I'poétra Na&ov, Kovkovvapiég TTapov, Ayia Oékia Trivov kot aAlov).
Optopéveg amd ovtég 11 Béoelg paivetar vo eykataieimovral tpv and 1o 1éhoc g YK IIT, evd
dAec mapovosualovv otoyeion kotoiknong katd v llpwtoyswpetpikr| mepiodo. IMapdiinia
VILAPYOVV EVOEIEELS APVIOLOV OYLPDOGE®V OIKIGUMV 1} 10pLONG VEOV KEVIP®V.

To peyddo mpoOPANUa Yo v axpiPn oplobEtmon tov TEAOVG TOV PVKNVATKOD TOATIGUOV KOl THV
évapén g véag emoyng otig KukAdodeg, omnv omoia eotidlel To oepvaplo, ivat n EAAEWYN ETOPKOV
otoyelov Yo avtv Vv tepiodo. H kpioun yia to Bépa Ymopvknvaixn kepapuxn (€. 1) mov eivon
eEMI1oTN KO Ol TAVTOTE OO KAAG CTPOUUATOYPAPNUEVES BEaelg, cuinteiton avaAvTIKG pE GTOYO
TOV TPOGOLOPICUO CLYPOVIGUMY 7OV 0dNYyoLV o€ aKpPPESTEPO KAOOPIGUO TOV OALAY®V TOV
ocvvtehovvtot. [TapdAinia dtepevvdvtar Kow GAA0 oTolyeio mov ep@avifovtol PETA TO TEAOG TOL
LUKNVOIKOD KOGHOL, Ommg uetald AoV odnpd Omlo, véeg AATPELTIKEG (81K, 2) Kot TOPIKEG
TPOKTIKEG M| CLYKEKPLUEVEG OYVPMCELS GE VEO-IOpLUEVES BECELS, OTMG 1 KUKAMTELD 0XVPWOT GTO
Eoumovpyo g THvov, mov GLUUTANP®OVOLY TNV EIKOVO KOl DTOSEIKVOOLY EUUEGO TOV YPOVO TV
LEYOAMVY OVOTPOTIMV OV SOUOPPOCAY TOV KAUGIKO KOGLLO.



Fig. 1. Submycenaean vases from Naxos
Ew. 1. Ymopvknvaixd ayyeio and v Na&o

Fig. 2. Place of ancestral or hero cult at Xobourgo on Tenos
Ewk. 2. Xopog mpoyovoratpeiog 1 npworatpeiog oto Edprovpyo Trivov



