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Avopéag Blayomoviog, Avarinpwtic KaOnyntijs Apyaioioyias Havemaotyuiov Ioavvivay
H Telxn NeomOwukr) / Ilpotokvkiadoikn 0¢on oto BaBv Actondionag:

O Bpoayoypogics ko or Bpepikoi eyyvTpiropoi

Y7o v aryida e ev ABnvaig Apyonoroyikng Etopeiog kon pe ypnuoatoddtnon tov Iovemomnuiov
loavvivav ard 1o 2011 de&dyovrotl apyatodoyikég épevveg tediov ot Béon Babv g Actundiaiog.

To Bab¥ eivon puoikd mpootatevpévn xepoodvnoog, Tov eAEYYEL TV ond Baldoong otev] TpoOcPaon
Ao TO TEANYOS TPOG TOV OUOVLLO KOATO, eEacpaiilovTac tnv TANpN enonteio piag gvupeiag Boddooiog Kot
xepoaiog mepLoyng. v amdAnEn 10V YEPGOVIIGOV, GTO aKp®MTNPL0 EAANVIKS, 10p0Onke Katd ™ petdfoon
amo v 4n oty 31 yketio 1.X. akpOTOAN, TG omoiag oykoABuol mepiBoiot kol ovainupatikol Toiyot
etvar onpepa opatol. Zv avaTEPT EMPAVELD TOV aKpOTNPiov, ota TéAn Tov 4ov at. m.X., owodounOnke
TETPAYOVOG TOPYOGS e mepBairovta Pondntikd Ktnpla, @GTOGO, EMYPAPES TOV TPAOLOL 6OV Kol AyOVTOg
S50V at. m.X. TEKUNPLOVOVY GLVEYT avOPOTLVI] OpAGTNPLOTNTA GTNV TEPLOYN.

210 WAOIGIO0 NG EVIOTIKNG EMPAVEINKNG £pguvag otn B€omn Kol TV GTOYELUEVAOV TOUDV TNG
GUOTNUOTIKNG OVOCKOENG HEAETNONKE HEYAAN TOGOTNTA JOYVOOTIKNG KEPOUIKNG TOV TEAOVG TNg 4ng /
apyov 3ng ymetiog m. X., AOva epyoieia kot okedn, HeTOAAIVO avTiKELEVa, Kot AL Téxvepya. Evpnuata,
omwg dvo papudpwva Prolooynua ewwoio kot po Aibwvn cepayida g IIEX I enavampocsdiopilovv tov
vewypapikd opifovta tov Ipmtokvukhadikoh TOATIGHOV, amodeikviovtag 6Tl 1 AGTUTOANL0 OTOTEAOVCE
HEPOG TNG EMKPATELIS TOV. X OLTOVS TOL TPMOUOVS opilovteg, mov amd Tn o emdeEKvOoLy o
«EOMOIKN» YpoLd, Kot amd TNV GAAN KATOOEIKVOOLV TIG TPMIUES GYECEL TG AcTumdiatag pe Tic KukAdoeg
Kot TV MikpaooTikn ok, 1 GUUBOAN TNG KEPOUIKNG EIVOL KATAAVTIKY.

Evvéa eyyotpiopol aptiyevav Bpepdv, mpocektikd dtevdemnuévor oe dvo Il-oynueg e£E0pec ¢
aktng (8K, 1-2), GLVIGTOVV EVAV GTTAVIO OLOLOYEVT] YPOVOLOYIKA 0pilovTal, LE TOL GYNILOTO TG KEPOUIKNS VO
ypovoroyovvtor otn petdfacm amd v Tehkn Neolbwm ot @don ['potta-IInioc tov Kukiadikov
ovyypovicpmv. H evamdBeon MOwev epyodreiov, Koounudtov, KoYoAmv, Koprndv, Gropmv Kol pepidmv
KPEOTOG YOP® OO TOLG EYYLTPIOUOVS TEKUNPLOVOLY To. ayolfd avtd ¢ Ktepiopata Ko eoTilovv v
edikn copmepLpopd TG KOOTNTOS GTNV TIUNGT TOV BPEPOV.

To m\éov onuavtikd gdpnua twv epguvov mediov oto Babvd vmple n avayvopion kot peAét
peygAov oplBpov mPOIGTOPIK®V  Ppoayoypopldv oe gvupeiol €KTOon TV Ppdy®v TOL  oKp®TNPIov,
AOTOPEVUEVOV KOl QUOIKAOV. AlomoTOONKE 0Tl G TPELS TEPUTTAOGEIS OOUOPPOUEVOV OTPOTADV TOV
KATEANYOV GE «TLAMOEC-EIGOO0VCH TPOG TNV OKPOTOAN LIPYAY HEYEANG KAlpakag Ppoyoypapies mAoimv
(k. 3), eyyepwiov (k. 4) Kou onEPOV, OL omoieg dtaKpivovTal 11MC KATA TNV OVATOAN} TOL NALOVL.
[Teprocotepeg Ppayoypapics (avOpdOTVOV HOPPOV, TETPATOO®V, afdKmv, TeAékemvy, BeAdv, avOpdTveOV
TEMLATOV KAT) dtomotddnkay kot og dAlo onueio ToV akpOTNPiov, OO Ol AVAUANUUOTIKOL TOiXol NG
aKTNS, 0 ABwvog mepiBoiog g akpOTOANG Kot 0 Prlipidg Ppdyog Tov avAOTEPOL EMITESOV TOL AKPOTNPIOV.

Ov  PBpayoypapiec ™G AoTumGAolog OLUVICTOUV  &vav  TUKVO — EKOVOYPAPIKO  YApPTN
emovalopPovopevov kot ToADSH®V CUUPBOAMY OTTTIKNG KOl VONTIKNG TPOGANYNG, TOL 1) GUYYPOVN EPELVOL
opeilel va amokwokonomoel. H «avdyvoon» tov yAvedv ota PBpdylo tov Babov, pe m Ponbewo tov
TPOWOTEP®V Ppayoypapldv g Tapaktiag Mikpdg Aciog kot kupimg tov [Tpomtoyaikdv mapaAliAmy Tovg
otg Kukhddeg, cuppdiilovy Kaipla 6T0 VO KOTOVONGOVUE OVTH TNV TTAV-AlYOLOKY] KOGUOAOYIKT «KOVI»
TV GVUPOA®V.

Ta evprjpata amd to Babb, ot cuvaeel€g Toug Kat 01 YPOVOLOYIKOT TOVG GLUGYETIGUOL TEKUNPLOVOLY
Kol emaAnfgvovy v kaiplo yewypagikn 0éon g Actumdioiog, G VNoloV-cTaOHoD Kol TEPAGLOTOG-
okahag oamd tic Kukhadeg ota Awdekdvnoo kor ) Mikpaciatiky okty. H eykoatdotaon oto Baby
ocvvovdlel otoyeion Kukiadwd, Awdekavnotakd kot Mikpaotatikd, yopig ot enaeés TG AGTUTAAMOS VO
e€avtlovvtar exet.
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Under the aegis of the Archaeological Society at Athens and with funding from the University of loannina,
since 2011 | have been directing archaeological fieldwork at the site of Vathy on Astypalaia. Vathy is a
naturally protected peninsula controlling the narrow access from the open sea to the homonymous gulf, thus
ensuring full monitoring of a wide area of sea and land. At the tip of the promontory, on Cape Elliniko, a
citadel was founded in the late 4th / early 3rd millennium BC, whose boulder- built circuit walls and
retaining walls are still visible today. On the upper level of the headland, a tower with surrounding ancillary
establishments was built in the late 4th century BC, but early 6th-late 5th century BC inscriptions from the
site testify to the continuity of humal activity.

In the course of the surface survey and the excavation of few trenches, a large quantity of diagnostic pottery
of the late 4th / early 3rd millennium BC was studied, along with stone tools and vessels, metal objects and
other artifacts. Finds such as two violin-shaped figurines and a stone seal of EBA Il date redefine the
geographical horizon of Early Cycladic culture, demonstrating that Astypalaia was part of its ambit. In these
early horizons, which exhibit, on the one hand, a "neolithic” tinge, and on the other, an early connection of
Astypalaia with the Cyclades and with the Asia Minor coast, the contribution of pottery is catalytic.

Nine infant egxytrismoi (pot burials) carefully clustered in two of the II-shaped enclosures of the coast (figs.
1-2) constitute a singular and mutually complementary chronological horizon, with the types of pottery
dating to the transition from the Final Neolithic to the Grotta-Pelos culture, in Cycladic terms. The
deposition of stone tools, jewellery, seashells, fruits, seeds and portions of butchered meat around the
egxytrismoi document the use of these goods as burial offerings, and shed light on the ritual behavior that it
was followed for honouring the dead infants of the community.

The most important find from Vathy was the recognition and study of a large number of prehistoric rock
carvings over a wide area of rocks on the cape, both quarried and natural. It was ascertained that in three
cases of pathways terminating at gateways-entrances to the acropolis there were large-scale rock carvings of
ships (fig. 3), daggers (fig. 4) and spirals, which can be distinguished particularly at sunrise. More rock
carvings (of humans, quadrupeds, checkerboards, arrows, axes, human footprints etc.) were identified at the
retaining walls of the coast, the enclosure wall of the acropolis and the bedrock on the upper level of the
cape.

The Astypalaia rock carvings create a dense iconographic map of repetitive and meaningful symbols of
visual and mental perception, which modern research needs to decode. The “reading” of the Vathy rock art
motifs, assisted by the earlier rock art motifs of coastal Anatolia and mainly by their Early Bronze Age
parallels in the Cyclades, contribute a great deal to our understanding of this pan-Aegean cosmological koine
of symbols.

The findings at Vathy, their affinities and their chronological correlations, substantiate and verify the crucial
geographical position of Astypalaia, as an island-station and a passage-ladder from the Cyclades to the
Dodecanese islands and the Asia Minor coast, and vice versa, showing the blending character of the culture
of Astypalaia. Vathy combines Cycladic, Dodecanesean, and coastal Anatolian features, without the contacts
with Astypalaia being exhausted in these areas.



Ew. 1 Bpayoypagio mhoiwv ce MBOGTp@T TOAN TNG AKPOTOANG
Fig. 1 Rock carving of ships at a paved gateway to the acropolis

Ewk. 2 Bpayoypaopio eyyeipidiov
Fig. 2 Rock carving of a dagger
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Ew. 3 Otin situ gyyvtpiopol otnv EEESpa [12 (oyédo: N. Xenet{dylov)
Fig. 3 Pot burials in situ in Exedra I12 (drawing by N. Sepetzoglou)

Ew. 4 EE&ESpa 12, in situ syxvrpwoi
Fig. 4 ExedraI12, pot burials in situ



