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Ex@aveeig ekpivoiopov: Néa otoryeio amo tov Bopero Topéa e Ayiag Expiivng Kéag

Amd Vv apyf tov avackaeodv tov kadnynt J.L. Caskey otnv Ayia Eiprjvn 10 1960, o
OKIoUOG €man&e oMNUAVTIKO pOAO 6T GLLNTNGN TOL PUIVOLEVOL TOV EKUIVOITUOD, EVOG QPOLVOUEVOL
TOMTIGUIKNG oAlayng Katd T Méon kol mpaowun "Yotepn Enoyn tov Xaikov. Av kol 0 otKiopog
avtdg PplokOTOV CE EMAPY] e OAPOPES TTEPLOYES TOV Atyaiov oxeddv kab’ OAn T dbpkeln TG
KOTOIKNOMNG TOV, TO. OPYOoA0YIKE cOvolo g Méong ko Yotepng Emoyng tov XaAkov &xovv
KEVIPIOEL WOUTEPMOC TO EVOLUPEPOV TOV UEAETNTAOV, KOODG 0 £YYMPLOG VAIKOS TOMTIGUOS QaiveTan
VO UETOTPEMETOL ONUOVTIKE, 0aKOAOLVO®OVTOC TIG TAGES TOL  EMKPOTOVCOV OTIS GUYYPOVESG
avaKTOpIKES Kowvotnteg oty Kpntn aAld kot og dALEC VNOLOTIKEG Kol TOPAKTIEG KOWVOTNTES TOV
Avyaiov, yopic o6umc vo yabet n woyvpn emaen pe v NrepoTikny EAAGSe kotd 10 1010 Ypovikd
dwwotnuo. ‘Etot, amd v apyn g apyaioAoyikng Epevvag 6To ympo, N cuvdeon e Ayiag Epnvng
LE TOV «EE® KOGLO» KOl 1] TOAMTIGUIKT 0AAXYT) N)TOV GTO EXIKEVTPO TOV EPELVNTIKOD TPOYPALLLUATOGC.

To Pacikd 6To1YEl0 OTIG TEPIGCOTEPES OATVIMUEVEG OTOYELS GYETIKG LLE TOV EKUIVOLIGHO TNG
Aylog Eypnvng (kafdg kot Tov GAOV EKUIVOIGUEVOV OIKIGUAOV TOL Alyaiov) Ntav 1 E160ymyn ToV
EEvav otolyelmv (OVTIKEWEVOV 1 TPOKTIKAOV), 1 EXLOPOCT] T®V OTOI®V 0dNYNGE GTNV TPOTONOINGCT
0V ToTKoV WIBHaToS. Tétoov €idovg mpooeyyicels Pacilovior oe pio dVadIKN Kol OVTIOETIKY
avTiAnymn katnyoplomoinong (m.y. eviomio Kou EEvo, kabapotnta Kot vRPIGHOS) Kot 610 BepnTikd
VOPaBpo TG TOMTIGUIKNG-IGTOPIKNG GYOANG mov opiler moMtiopikés evotnteg pe Poorn v
eEAMAMON TOMTIGHK®V YOPOKTNPIOTIKAOV GTO YDOPO KOl OTO YPOVO, YOPOUKTNPIGTIKAOV 7OV
Bewpovvtar delkteg TG EAMAMONG OIS CLYKEKPLUEVNG TOMTIGIKTG opddoc. TIpdceata, dibpopot
peremntég g EAMVIKNG kol ToyKOOUOG opyotoAoyiag OoUEIoPATNoaY TIG CGLGYETICELS OVTEC,
exepalovtag Vv dmoyn 0Tt pa T€Tote dVadIKN Kot ovTIBETIKY Katnyoptomoinon givatl vrepPoiukd
AmAOTKY).

Q¢ €K TOVTOV, 1 OVOKOIVOGN OVTN YPNCOTOLEL TIG TPEYOLGES BewpPNTIKEG TACELS OTNV
gpunveio TG TOMTICUIKNG ETOPTG Kot 0AAAYTG KOODG KOl TIG ONUOVTIKEG EPELVNTIKEG TPOCTADELES
ov €youvv yivel koTd TN Sdpke TG TeEAevTaiog Oekaetiag otov owiopd g Ayiag Epnvng pe
oTOYO TNV EMAVOTPOCEYYICT] TOL QOIVOUEVOL TOL ekpvolspov. [To cvykexpéva, n avakoivoon
avtn e€etalel ™V TomKY Topaymyn Kepapkng and tov Bopeio Topéa g Ayia Eprvng (eik. 1-2)
KOl GUYKPIVEL GUVOTITIKG TIG EMIKPOTOVCEG TACELS OTNV KEPOULKN HE TIC TAGEIS TOV EMIKPATOVV CE
GAAEC TEYVEG, OIS M VEOVTOVPYID, 1) OPYLITEKTOVIKY KOl 1 Totyoypapia. Ymoypappiletor 101outépmg
N OXPOVIKT TTPOGEYYIoN TOL OEUATOG e GKOTO TNV €VPECT OLOPOPOTOMUEVMOV GUVIEAEGTMOV 1
WBOTNTOV oL £TaENY POLO GT JAOIKAGTN TNG TOAMTIGUKNG CAANAETIOpaoN G LETAED TV SopOpV
neploy®@v tov Aryaiov kot g Ayiag Eipnvng.
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Since the beginning of its excavation by Prof. J.L. Caskey in 1960, Ayia Irini became one of
the sites that played a pivotal role in the discussion of material culture change during the Middle and
Late Bronze Age (MBA and LBA respectively), a phenomenon often called Minoanization. Even
though this long-lived site seemed to be well connected with various parts of the Aegean during
almost every period of its history, the assemblage of the MBA and early LBA intrigued scholars
since the locally produced material culture seems to change following trends current in the
contemporary palatial communities on Crete, and also in other island and coastal communities of the
Aegean, even though it never lost its strong connection to the Mainland. Thus, right from the
beginning of archaeological investigation, Ayia Irini’s engagement with the ‘outside world’ and
cultural change were central to the research agenda.

The key element in most formulations on the Minoanization of Ayia Irini (and the other
‘Minoanized’ settlements for that matter) was the introduction of foreign elements (artefacts or
practices) into the cultural repertoire of the site, which altered the local idiom. Such perspectives
were based on a binary perception of categories (such as local and foreign, and purity and hybridity)
and cultural historical theoretical underpinnings that defined cultural entities based on the spread of
traits in space and time, which in turn were considered markers of a particular cultural group.
Recently, a number of scholars have problematized these relationships stating that such binary
categorisation is much too simplistic.

Therefore, this paper utilizes current theoretical trends in the interpretation of cultural change
and contact, as well as the major research efforts undertaken during the last decade at the site of Ayia
Irini, in order to revisit the topic of cultural change. In particular, this paper focuses on locally
produced pottery from the Northern Sector (figs. 1-2) and compares it, albeit briefly, to data from
other artefactual categories, such as implements used in textile production, architecture, and wall-
painting. The paper also highlights the diachronic perspective the purpose of which is to find
differential rates or qualities in the process of cultural interaction between different parties and Ayia
Irini, which will provide a better idea about how the processes worked.



Ew. 1. Evtoma tpumodikn| yotpa and tov Bopero Topéa g Ayiog Eypnvng.
Fig. 1. Local tripod cooking pot from the Northern Sector at Ayia Irini.

Ewk. 2. Evtoma npdyovg pe tpiouAddoynuo otéo and tov Bopeto Topéa e Ayiag Eiprivng.
Fig. 2. Local trefoil-mouthed jug from the Northern Sector at Ayia Irini.



