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A comparative Mediterranean perspective on the Early Bronze Age Cyclades

Interpretation of the rich and challenging archaeological record from the Early Bronze Age Cyclades
benefits from a wider comparative perspective. Traditionally, such comparison has typically taken a
regional form, through exploring Cycladic trajectories in contrast to those of contemporary Crete or
areas of the surrounding Aegean mainland. Some years ago, a complementary island archaeological
perspective was proposed, which explored how a comparison between the Cyclades and island groups
elsewhere in the world might cast fresh interpretative light on Cycladic material culture and patterning.
Both these remain relevant today. But this paper presents a fresh comparative, and connected, deep
historical framework, namely that of the Mediterranean basin as a whole. It explores the early social
and cultural dynamics of the Cyclades in relation to this wider middle sea, identifying commonalities
often lost in the detail, and shows how Cycladic transformations often match those visible over a much
broader canvas.
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H Meooyerog kan or Kukrhadeg g Illpowung Emoync tov Xaikov: M cuykprtiki) Tpocéyyion

H gpunveio tov mAoHG10V KOl OTOLTNTIKGOV 0pY0loA0YIK®V dedopuévov Tov Kukhadwv g [Tpoiung
Enoyng tov Xoikoh oeeleiton amd g evpvtepn cvykprtikny ontikn. Kotd mapdadoon pio tétowa
ovykplon oxetiletor pe v yopw meploy péowm tng eepedvnong g mopeiag Tov Kukhadwv oe
avTurapa ol pe eketvny g oOyypovig toug Kprtng 1 tov mépiE nrelpoTik®dv Teploydv Tov Atyoiov.
[Tpv amd pepikd ypovia TPOTAONKE Lo EVOALOKTIKT VNGLOTIKN 0PYOLOAOYIKT OTTIKT, 1) omoia e&étale
TO TOG 1o cLYKPLoN avapeca otig KukAdoeg kot violoTikd cUUTAEYHOTe 68 AL LEPT TOL KOGLLOV
UTOopovGE va piEeEL VEO epuUNVELTIKO pm¢ 6ToV KukAadtkd vVAIKO ToAMTIoUO Kot TN Sapdp@mon Tov.
Kot o1 600 avtéc ontikég mopapévouy enikoipeg onuepa. H mapovoa dpme avakoivoon tapovstalet
€va. VEO GLYKPLTIKO, KOl GUVALON GYETIKO, OLELPVUEVO 1GTOPIKO TACIC10, €kElvo TS Mecsoyelakng
Aexdvng ovvolka. EEetdlel Tnv TpdIUN KOW®OVIKT Kol TOMTIGTIKY] Suvapik Tov KukAddmv o oyéon
Le eKeivnv TNV gupiTeEPNC KAEIGTNG BaAdootog teployng g Mecsoyeiov, emionuaivoviog OpotdTnTEG
OV GLYVE YAVOVTOL OTIC AETTOUEPELES, EVM OElyVEL TMG 01 aAlayég oTig KukAddeg potdlovy cuyva pe
ekelveg Tov elvan opatég oe £va ToAD VPLTEPO TENTO.



Fig. 1 Longboat and sea-spirals on a ‘frying’ pan from the Chalandriani cemetery on Syros
Ew. 1 Moakpo mhoio kot 6eipeg mov dnAdvVoLy T BGA0cca GE TNYAVOCYTLO GKEVOG A0 TO VEKPOTOPELO TNG
Xolavoplavig otn Zupo

Fig. 2 One-day travel ranges from major Early Bronze 1l Cycladic centres, indicating several zones of
interaction that differed in nature and intensity.

Ew. 2 Axrtiveg povonuepov ta&idumv omd to peilova Kukhadikd kévrpa g [pmiung Eroyng tov Xaikoo 11
OV VITOANADVOLV S1APopeS {DVEG AAANAETIOPAONS, Ol OTTOIEG SLAPEPOVY GTOV YOPAKTNPO KoL TNV
évtoon.



