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Fifty years ago, the Bronze Age Cyclades were still comparatively poorly known, and
the dynamics of their internal relationships and of their relationships with other
regions even more poorly understood. A few Cycladic settlement sites of varying
Bronze Age dates - for example, Phylakopi on Melos, Kastri on Syros, Akrotiri on
Thera, Ayia Irini on Kea and Grotta on Naxos - had been excavated or partially
excavated, as had a number of cemeteries, mainly of the Early Bronze Age. And
indeed, in many ways, the Cycladic islands were still seen chiefly as the source of
highly collectable Early Bronze Age marble ‘art’ objects, particularly marble figurines
and vessels, which led to fairly intensive looting of Early Cycladic cemeteries all
through the 1960s.

Since then, however, we have learned considerably more - not only about additional
Cycladic settlement and cemetery sites, but also about such matters as the resources
exploited on various islands, the development of maritime transport technology and
its wider implications, and the relative chronology of the Cycladic (especially Early
Bronze Age) sequence and its relationships to what was going on in adjacent regions,
such as the Greek Mainland, Crete, Anatolia and Cyprus. This seminar paper will
present a very brief overview of some of what we have learned in the last 50 years or
so of archaeological research into the Cyclades during the Bronze Age and what we
can perhaps infer from it, particularly about the context of the Cyclades in the wider
eastern Mediterranean.
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[Ipwv and mevivta ypdvia ot Kukdddeg nTav axdun eAdyloTa YVOOTEG G GUYKPLON LE
OAAEG TTEPLOYEG, M OE OLVOUIKT TOV ECOTEPIKMOV KOl EEMTEPIKDOV TOVG GYECEDV NTOV
aKOuN Atydtepo katavonty|. Atyolr kukAadikoi otkicpol dtapopwv edocwv g EToymg
oV XoAkoV — Yo mwopdadetypa 1 Gviakonn g Mniov, to Kaotpi e Xvpov, 10
Axpompt g Onpag, n Ayia Expnvn g Kéag xor n I'potra g Na&ov — eiyav
avooKagel o€ KPOTEPO 1 peYaAdTEPO Pabud Onwg lxe avaokapel Kot Evag aptBpdg
vekpotapeionv, kupiog ™ Ipdwne Eroyme tov Xoaikov. Ta Kvkiadoviowo pdiioto
eEaxolovBovcav va Bempovvion Kupiwg ¢ 1 TNy AKP®G CLALEKTIK®OV LOPUAPIVOV
avTikeévov «téxvne» ™ [poung Emoyng tov Xakikov Kot d1aitepo Lopuapvov
eWOAMoV kol ayyeiov. Avtd odnynoe otn Aeniocio tov IlpotoxvkAadikdv
vekpoTapeimv Kad’ dAn ) didpkela g dekaetiog Tov 1960.

Amd 1o6tE, Opmc, Eyovue pabel mOAD meEPGGOTEPO - Oyl UOVO Yo EMUTAEOV
KUKAOOIKOUC  OIKIoHOVG Kot VEKpoTaeio, oAAG wot Yoo Béuata  OmmG ot
EKUETOAAEDOILEG TAOLTOTOPAYMYIKEG TNYES SWPOPOV VNGOV, T aVATTLEN NG
TEYVOAOYIOG TV BOAUGGI®MV LETAPOPDOV KOL 01 EVPVTEPES CLVETELES TNG KABMS Kot M
OXETIKN KLKAOSIKY ypovoroywkn axoAovbio (dwaitepa g Ipdwung Emoyng tov
XaAko0) kat 1 oyéon tov Kukhddov pe 6, Tt cuviBaive o€ YEITOVIKEG TEPLOYES, OTMG
n Hrepotwkn EALGSa, n Kprm, 1 Mwpd Acia kot n Kdnpoc. To cepuvdpio Ba
OOTEAEGEL GUVTOUT EMCKOTNGY OPIOUEVOV OO eKetva mov €yovpe paber ta
tehevtaio mepimov 50 ypodvia ™G apyotoroykng épevvog Twv KukAddwy tng oyetikng
pe v Emoyn touv XoAkoy Kol TV GUUTEPAGUAT®OV TOV TPOKVLITOVV OO OLTHV,
wWwitepa Yoo 0 €upHTEPO MOMTICUIKO TAico tov KukAdadwv oty meproyr] g
avatolkng Mecoyeiov.



Fig. 1. Silver bowl said tc;'be from Kapros, Amorgos,-A:shmoIean Museum AE158
Ewk. 2 Apyvpn @1oAn mov Aéyetan 6Tt Bpébnke otov Kampo g Apopyov, Movoeio
Ashmolean AE158

Fig. 2 Handleless cup with leaf impression on base from the cemetery at Chalandriani
Syros, Ashmolean Museum 1923.205

Ewk. 2 Aoto komelio pe amotomopo yébag otn faon and 1o vekpoTapeio g
Xarovdpravig ot Lopo, Movoeio Ashmolean 1923.205



