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210 KkeVIPIKO Alyaio, GTO VOTIOOVOTOAMKO TOV TUNHO, GTO VNOLOTIKO GOUTAEYUQ
TV Agyopevov Mikpodv Kvkiddwv - Hpoakield, Zywvovca, ta dvo Kovpovioa,
Képoc, Aovobdoa kot opiopéveg pikpotepeg vnoideg — mov mepPdAieTon amd Ta yOp®
vnowd ¢ Na&ov, Apopyov, Ildpov, Tov avnoe évag eKTANKTIKOG TOMTIOUOS TOL
omoiov o1 dNpIoVPYieg YoNTEDOVY AOC GNUEPOL.

Y1c Mwkpég Koukhadeg t1g mepiocdtepeg minpopopieg yio tnv (on Kotd v
TPMOTOKVKAAOIKY TEPIOO0 AMEdMGAV CGOOTIKOD YOPOKTPO GUVIOUES GE OLIPKELL
avaoKaQIKEG Epguveg TG Apyotoroyikng Ymnpesiog kotd tnv dekoetio tov 1970
otnv Képo xor ota Kovpovnco.

Y10 Emdvo Kovgpovroi, mov onuepa  katowkeitor, epguvnOnkav  tpia
vekpotageia, To omoia ypovoroyovvtor 6to TéA0¢ NG [pwtokvkiadikng I kot o1ig
apyés g [pwrtoxvkiadikng I eptodov. 1o peyardtepo amd ta tpion MABav oTo
owg 72 tdoot mov meplelyav TANOOG KTEPIGUATOV, KLPIMG THAVOV Kol Alyov
Hoppaptvev xopokmnplotik®v g Ouddoag Kaumov. Zta dAia 600, T omoio NTav
€V UEPEL KOTEGTPOUUEVO O@OV Juotuy®g elxav  mponyndel Aobpavackagéc,
vrepioyvay To poppdpva Ktepiopata.

¥t0 okartoiknto onuepa, Kdto Kovpd dev €ywve dvvard va deEoyBodv
avaokagéc. Tleplodeleg OU®G Kol EMPAVEINKES £PEVVEG, ME TA HECH KOL TIG
dwdkacies g emoyng — Oekaetieg 1960/°70 — Ponbnoov otovV EVTOMIGUO T®V
0éce®V 000 OIKIGUAOV GE YAUNAODG AOPOVS , GTAVIEG TEPUTTMOGELS Y10 TOV KUKAAIIKO
YDPO, 0ToL e&attiog Kupimg NG APYOOKATNAIKNG dpAoNS, GLVIOMG EMKEVTPOVOVTAVY
otov evtomopd vekpotopeimv. EviomicOnkov emiong vexpotageio, ocvAnuéva
dOTVYMG, eKTOS amd «pio Taen» ot 0éon Nepo, cOpemva mhvto pe ta Asyopeva
TOV «EVPETN» OV TAPEdMOE VT oL Pprke otV Apyatoroyikny Yanpeoia.

Me emyopnynoeg tov Idpvuarog Aryoroxkng Ipoictopiag kot v Pondela
OPKETOV VEDTEPOV MOV OCLVAIEAPMOV £Yve OLVOTY] TPOCEATO T UEAETN TOV
EVPNUATOV KOl T) TPOETOLUAGIO TNG TEAMKNG ONUOGIELONG TOVL AVALUEVETOL.
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The southeast part of the central Aegean, in the area of the island complex of the so-
called Lesser Cyclades (Herakleia, Schinousa, the two Kouphonisia, Keros, Donousa
and some smaller islets), which is surrounded by the nearby islands of Naxos,
Amorgos, Paros, los, was home in the Early Bronze Age to a brilliant culture whose
achievements fascinate us even today.

Most of the information about life in the Lesser Cyclades during the Early
Cycladic period (3rd millennium BC) was yielded by brief rescue excavations
conducted by the Hellenic Archaeological Service during the 1970s on Keros and the
Kouphonisia.

On the presently inhabited island of Epano Kouphonisi, three cemeteries were
investigated, which date from the end of the Early Cycladic | to the Early Cycladic 1l
period. In the largest of the three, 72 graves were unearthed, containing numerous
grave goods, mainly pottery and marble artefacts, characteristic of the Kampos Group.
In the other two, which unfortunately had already been partly destroyed by illegal
excavations, the marble offerings were predominant.

It was not possible to excavate on the today uninhabited island of Kato
Kouphonisi. However, walks and surface surveys, using the means and procedures
typical of the period (1960s and 1970s) led to the identification of two settlement sites
on low hills. These were rare cases in the Cyclades, where the focus was usually on
identifying cemeteries, due to looting. Cemeteries were also located, unfortunately
looted, except "one burial” in the area Nero, according to the testimony of the
"finder”, who handed in the artifacts from there to the Archaeological Service.

With generous grants from the Institute for Aegean Prehistory and the
collaboration of several of my younger colleagues, it was possible recently to study all
the finds from the aforesaid investigations and to proceed with the preparation of the
final publication, which is forthcoming.



Ew. 2 Kato Kovgoviou: TTiAwvog «Adyvoc»
Fig. 2 Kato Kouphonisi: Clay ‘lamp’

Ew. 1 I[Taveo Kovgovniot, Nekpotageio Aypiiac: [InAwvo triyavocynuo thoio
Fig. 1 Pano Kouphonisi, Agrilia cemetery: Clay ‘frying pan’



