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[epi ta 150 Pabid epéata, mov OVACKAPTNKOY UEGH GTOV OPYOLOAOYIKO YDPO TOL
Axpotpiov yuo v Bepedioon TV KIOVEOV ToL POKMUOTIKOD GTEYUGTPOV, EGYDPNCAV
KOTO EMTA PETPO LEGO GTO TLPOKANCTIKO VITOPaOPO. Méca amd AVTES TIC GTPOUATOYPUPIKES
TOUEC, TOL GLYVa Eemépacay To Pdbog tav 20 puétpmv, Oyl LOVO KOTEGTN duvaTh 1| UEAETT
¢ otopiag Tov owiopov (gik. 1), 0AAG KOl OmMOKOTAGTAONKE TO YEMAOYIKO OvAYAVLQO,
eMGvo 610 01010 aVTOg avarTLyONnKe (s1K. 2).

[HopakorovBdvTag Tov Kavova Tov epapudGTNKE YEVIKA 6TO TPoicToptkd Atyaio, o
TPMTOG OIKIGUOC WOpVONKE GTNV GKPT YOUNANG YEPCOVIIGOL TTOV EICY®POVGE 6TN Bdhacca pe
VOTIOOVTIKY] KOTEVOBUVGN Kol UE TPOCTATELUEVO opuicko o€ kabe mAgvpd. Xdapn otnv
yewypaeikn Béon g Onpag peta&d Aryaiov kot Kpftng, o oikiopog tov Akpotnpiov nrav
070 BaAGGG10 GTOVPOdPOUL TNG EMOYNG KOl OVOTTUXONKE GTO KOGULOTOALTIKO ALLAVL TTOV
BapTnKe KATO® OmO TOYL CTPOO NPUIOTELNKTG G000V KATH TNV TPAOUN Y OTEPOKVKAUIIKN
nepiodo.

Tuesday, 4 June 2013
Christos Doumas

Akrotiri, Thera: The first settlement
When? How? Why?

About 150 deep shafts excavated throughout archaeological site at Akrotiri, for the
foundation of the pillars of the bioclimatic shelter, penetrated seven metres into the
pyroclastic bedrock. Through these stratigraphic sections, often exceeding 20 metres in depth,
it was not only possible to study the site’s history (fig. 1) but also to restore the geological
relief, upon which the prehistoric settlement developed (fig. 2).

Following the rule applied generally in the prehistoric Aegean, the first settlement
was founded at the tip of a low promontory entering the sea in a southwest direction with a
sheltered cove at either side. Thanks to the geographic location of Thera between the Aegean
and Crete, the settlement at Akrotiri was a maritime crossroad of the time and grew into the
cosmopolitan harbour town, which was buried under a thick mantle of volcanic tephra in the
early Late Cycladic period.
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Ewk. 1. Kdtoyn tov 01KIGHOD HE TIG EVOEIKTIKEG PACELS OVATTLENG TOL.
Fig. 1. Plan of the settlement with indicative phases of its development.
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Ew. 2. To avaylvpo tov £d4¢povg, ETAV® 6TO 0moio avartdydnke 1 TOAN
Fig. 2. The configuration of the ground upon which the city developed




