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The 152m tall double-peaked hill of Stelida (NW Naxos) is a major source of chert, the site littered
with prehistoric stone-tool manufacturing debris. When discovered in 1981, the site proved difficult to
date, as its associated lithic technology bore no resemblance to anything that had been found before in
the Cyclades, which until this point comprised a number of Late Neolithic and Bronze Age sites.
Stelida was tentatively claimed to be of Early Neolithic, or Epi-Palaeolithic date, despite the received
wisdom of the early 1980’s being that the colonisation of the Mediterranean islands was largely a
Neolithic phenomenon. Subsequent post-2000 rescue excavations by the Ministry of Culture suggested
a Middle Palaeolithic — Mesolithic date, contributing to a larger debate surrounding Pleistocene
activity in the Aegean Basin.

In 2013 we initiated the Stelida Naxos Archaeological Project [SNAP] to geo-archaeologically
characterise and date the site, commencing with two years of surface survey, followed by stratigraphic
excavations since 2015. This presentation details our work at Stelida, arguing that the chert source was
exploited from the Lower Palaeolithic to Mesolithic (>250,000 — 9,000 BP, figs. 1-2), after which the
site was largely abandoned until historic times, the site visited — likely intermittently — throughout the
Ice Age by early Homo sapiens, Neanderthals and their predecessors.
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Neavreptah oty NaCo! Néeg épevveg oYETIKA pPe TNV TPAOIUT TPOICTOPIKY] LTEAIOW

O dikoppoc Ao@og g Z1ehidag ot votodvtikn Na&o, vyovg 150u., amoterel anyn mupitdABov
peilovoc onuaciog kot givar diomaptog e amokpovouate Adcevong AlBwvov epyodreiov. Otav
avakoAveinke 1 0éon 1o 1981 Mrav dvekoro va ypovoroynbei kabmg 1 cvoyeTilOpeV HE QVTAV
Tevoloyia Tov AiBov dev épotale pe timota mov va elxe Ppebel otig KukAiddeg, 6mov ¢ t0te NTav
YVOGTOG Hovov évag apBpdg votepmv NeoMbikdv kot Ipotoyaikdv 0écewv. Yrootnpiynke, av kot
pe kot emeLAALY, 0TL 1| LteAida ypovoroyobvtay oty tpdun Neolbikn 1 v EmmwolatoiBikn
nepiodo, mapd TNV EMKPATOVCH ATOYT TOV 0py®dV NG dekaetiog Tov 1980 411 0 amowIcHOg TV
ynowdv ¢ Mecoyeiov anoterovoe o€ peydio Badud eavopevo tg NeolBikng Emoyng. Ot cmotikég
avaoKagEg mov dlevepyndnkov otn Béon petd to 2000 amd 10 Ymovpyeio TloAtiopov elyav g
arotéleopa va tpotabdet pia ypovoddynon amnd m Méon IoratoMbikr| Eog kot T MecoABwn Emoyn
ovpPdArovtag £161 o€ pio evpLTEPT] cLLNTNON YOPW amd TNV AVOPAOTIVY dPACTNPLOTNTA GTN AEKAVT
tov Atyaiov meAdyoug kotd to ITAciotdKIVO.

To Apyoioroyixo Epyo 2rerioog Nacov [AEZN], to omoio €xel ®¢ 6TOXO TOV YEMOPYOLOAOYIKO
YOPAKTNPIGUO Kot TN ypovoAdynon g Béong, Eexivnoe 1o 2013 pe 600 ypovia Epevvag empaveiog
ka1 ovveyiotnke to 2015 pe orpopatoypaeikéc avaokapikés épevves. H mapovoiaom Ba avapepOel
Aemtopepdg otV epyocios pog ot XteAlda kot Oa vmoomnpyBel OTL M eKpETAAAELOM TNG
GLYKEKPUEVNC TNYNG TuprtoABov dpyioe omd v Katdtepn [HolaohOkn kot cuveyiocmnke £oc ™
Mecombim Emoyn (mpwv arnd 250.000 éwg 9.000 ypdvia mepinov, eik. 1-2). Metd ™ Mecoibikn
Emoyn o ydpog eykatareipOnke oe peydro Pabpo £oc tovg 1otopikois ypovoue. Kab’ 6An m dibpketa
¢ Emoyng tov [Hayetdvov m 6éon emokéntoviav - mbavog kotd dtastipata - ot Tpmipot Homo
Sapiens, ot Nedvteptol Kot o1 TPoKAToYoi TOLG,.



Fig. 1. Handaxe, Lower Palaeolithic (at least 250,000 years old)
Ewk. 1. Xeponélekvg mov ypovoroyeitar otnv Katotepn Neoibukn (tovAdyiotov mpv amd 250.000 ypdvia)
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Fig. 2. Middle Palaeolithic material density
Ewk. 2. [Tukvotnta viikov Méong [HolatoABikrg [Tepiodov



