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An enigmatic (?) absence.
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According to an unwritten archaeological rule, the absence of evidence is not necessarily evidence
for absence. In several cases though, long-term and systematic archaeological research implies that
the absence of data cannot simply be the result of the fragmentary character of our sources but that of
a specific cultural practice which therefore deserves to be studied as a historical phenomenon. The
seminar focuses on such an archaeological dilemma and strives to explain the meagre evidence
pertinent to the possession and use of seals in the Bronze Age Cyclades. The three main periods of
this long temporal frame (Early, Middle and Late Cycladic) have to be examined not as a historical
continuum but separately, since their apparent difference in terms of archaeological data and their
social/historical setting make a different methodology and approach imperative.

The first question to be answered prior to the chronological overview relates to the circumstances
that fostered or necessitated the use of seals in the Aegean regional cultures of the 3rd millennium
BC. For the Early Bronze Age, the main focus is on the evidence for seal use in the cave of Zas on
Naxos (fig. 1) and in the settlement of Ayia Irini on Keos, an island which is however only
conventionally part of the Cycladic culture, since it is more culturally oriented towards the Greek
Mainland than towards the Cycladic islands. During the Middle Bronze Age the almost total absence
of relevant evidence from the Cyclades — with the exception of Ayia Irini (fig. 2) — forces us to
expand our scope to a wider geographical area including Crete and the Northern Aegean. Only from
this wider perspective, we can formulate some hypotheses about the use of seals in some Cycladic
harbours. In the Late Bronze Age, the coexistence of Minoan seals and nodules with local seals at
Akrotiri forms a convincing explanation which has to go beyond the narrow field of the history of
sealing practices touching upon the highly problematic issue of the political/administrative
relationship between Thera and Minoan Crete.
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Awapavric Havoyiwtomovios
KabOnyntine Kiaooixng Apyaioioyiag aro Iavemotiuio g XaioeABépyns

Mo aaviypoatikn (5) amovcia. Ta weviypd iyvn c@payid®v Kol 6OPAYIGTIKOV TPUKTIKOV
ot Kvkhadeg g Emoyng Tov Xaikov

ZOUQmva PE VOV AYpaPO apYaloA0YIKd Kavova, 1 amovcia evoeifemv dev amotelel amapaitnTo Kot
Evoelln oG amovciog. Xe OPIoUEVEG TEPITTMOGCEL; MOTOCO, 1M HOKPOXPOVI KOl GUGTNUOTIKY
OPYOLOAOYIKT £PEVVA KATAOEIKVVEL OTL 1 OTOVGIO GUYKEKPIUEVAOV OEOOUEVAV OEV UTOPEL vau gtvart
OTAMG OTOTEALEGLLA TOV ATOGTOGCLATIKOD YOPUKTNPM TOV TNY®OV 0AAL LG GUVELONTNG TOALTIGUIKTG
emAoyng, M omoio. @G ek TovTOL 0&ilel vo perenBel G oTOPIKO QovOpEVO. e €va TETOLO
apYOoA0YIKO STANUUA E0TIALEL TO GEUVAPLO EMYEIPDOVTOS VO, EPUNVEVCEL TIG TEVIYPES EVOEIEELS Yol
Vv Kooy kot yprion cepayidmv otig Kukiddeg e Enoyng tov Xaikov. Ot tpeig Pacikés mepiodot
TOV paKpov avtol ypovikov dtactipatog (IIpwto-, Meco- kot Yotepokvkladikn) eetalovtal 0
Ot og éva totopwkd continuum oArAd Eeywplotd, KabmG ot mpopaveic Stapopés TOGO OTO
aPYOOAOYIKG O€dOMEVOL OAAG KOl OTO KOWMOVIKO/IGTOPIKO TOLG MAMIGIO amoutobv Kol o
dwapopetikn pebodoroyio Kot TpoGEyyLon.

To mpwto gpd®TNUA TOL TPEMEL VO amovTnOel TPV TN YPOVOAOYIKN] QT EMGKOMNGN QPOPA TIG
KOWoVikéG mpoimobécel mov guvonoav 1M ékovayv amapoitntn Tn YPNoN oEPAYId®V GTOVG
atyotokovg moMticpovg g 3" yiketiog m.X. v Ilpown Emoyn tov XaAkod 1o evolapépov
EMKEVIPAOVETAL GTO GTOLXEID Y10 T XPHoN 6epayidmv 6To omniato Tov Za ot Na&o (ek. 1) kat tov
owopd ™g Ayiog Epnvng oty Kéa, éva vnoi motdco mov povo svpPotikd pmopet vo Bempndei
«KUKAOOIKOY, KABMG POIVETOL TOAMTIGHIKA TPOGAVATOMGUEVO Oyt Tpog TIg KukAddec aAld Tpog v
nrepotiky EAAGSa. Xmv Méon Emoyn tov Xaikov, n 6xeddv oAkt avumap&io oyeTikmv evoei&ewmy
and Tig Kukdadeg — pe e€aipeon kot maAl Tov oikiopo g Ayiag Eipnvng (sik. 2) — kdvel po pehétn
™G XPNoNS oepayidmv o€ €vo gVPUTEPO YEOYPAPIKO TAMICIO €MTOKTIKY. MOvo amd ovthy
YE@YPAPIKA dtevpupévn okomid mov meptlapfdver v Kpnm kot 1o Bopeto Aryaio pmopovv va
dtvtBoHv voBEécelg oyeTkd e ™ xpnon M Oyt cEPAYId®V o€ KATO KUKANOUKA Advic. XTnv
Yotepn Emoyn tov XoAkov, m cuvimopén UIVOIKOV cOpayidov Kol GOPOYICHATOV UE VIOTIES
oppayideg oto  Axpotipt ¥pNLel HOG TEWGTIKNG epuNVeiag, 1 omoio avaykaoTikd vrepPaivel to
oTEVA OploL TNG 16TOPLOG TOV COPAYICTIKMOV TPAKTIKOV 610 Atyaio, Biyovtag to gvaicOnto Bépa g
TOMTIKNG/SOIKNTIKNG oY€ong g Onpag pe ™ pvown Kpnm.



Fig. 1. Sealing from Zas Cave on Naxos
Ew. 1. Zopdyoua and 1o omiato tov Za ot Na&o

Fig. 2. Middle Minoan seal from Ayia Irini settlement on Keos
Ewk. 2. Mecopvmikn oeppayida and tov owkiopd g Ayiag Eiprvng oty Kéa



